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Abstract

POLITICAL CHANGES IN THE AFRICAN HORN & THEIR
EFFECT ON THE SECURITY OF THE RED SEA

by
Saud Bin Ali Bin Mohammad Al-Rugqeishi

College — Post Graduate
Specialization- Political Science

Supervisor
Dr. Abdullah Al Nuqrush

The area of the African Horn lies in the Northern part of the African

continent. It over looks the shores of the Red Sea and its Southern
approaches, as well as the Indian Ocean and the Straits of Bab El Mandib.
It is self-explanatory that this strategic and important situation accorded
upon it great significance and made it a coveted place for the colonists
countries that aspired to spawn over it in protection for their interests and
gaining more momentum and supremacy.

It is needless to say and emphasize that Bab El Mandib which the
African Homn area overlooks and controls, is a vital waterway of
considerable reckoning to world states and an effective life vein, whereas
the Arab petrol trade ply through via the Red Sea down to the
Mediterranean and to the European sea ports in the West. If we come to
know that the Red Sea is connected to the Mediterranean by Suez Canal and
if we come to know that this road has shorten the distance between East and
West and made no need for the merchants and vessels captains to go round
the Head of the Good Hope and make a big turn round Aftica, if we come to
know all that, we realize how far this route is so significant to the countries
that are located at the border lines of the Red Sea, which whetted the
appetite of the powerful countries to peep with greedy eyes to the area. It is
not strange, as such, that the said area tum into a hot point of the world
conflict and as a result thereto, the conflicts reflected on the states of the
area itself and consequently have destabilized its security and became a
scene for drastic political differences.

These international conflicts with its sequences on the Red Sea and the
African Horn Area and the effects that followed, were the main focus of this
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study and its comerstone. I traced in my study these changes and conflicts,
their trails on the security of the Red Sea: My thesis based on that
dominated three chapters preceded by a foreword wherein I high lighted the
importance of the area and the calamities and disasters that ran over it in
flurry, then I pointed out the value of this study starting with the strategic
significance of the area, and how that was the motive for the big world
countries to hurry their steps to the area and spread their supremacy over it.
In the context, Ihinted the phases of the conflict, its beginnings and how it
turned by passage of time from international conflict to regional conflict and
from prompted ideological conflict to balkanized regional conflict. The
thesis came in a preface (introduction) and three chapters, and concluded
with a set of recommendations and suggestions.

In the first chapter of this study I pointed out the importance of this

area its geographical boundaries, followed with a discussion about the
history of the area and trying to divide this history era demarcated with its
characteristics and its features. The second chapter included my discussion
about the regional conflicts in the African Horn Area wherein I reviewed the
Somali-Ethiopian conflict, the Eritrea-Ethiopian conflict, the Yemeni-Eritrea
conflict over the Greater Hunnish islands, the long-waited problem of
Southern Sudan and its civil war, in addition to talking about the Israeli
policy in the area and its reactions on the area countries.
In the third chapter, 1 talked about the Arab national security concept, the
sources that threaten it, then talked about water problem, as one of the threat
sources, then peeled to the international political changes, the African Horn
Conflicts and their effects on the security of the Red Sea and consequently
on the Arab national security.

I endeavoured as far as I could to live up to the requirements of this
subject in research, investigation and delving, and benefited from the
previous studies that tackled it, taking as pivots a lot of related references
and sources hoping that my thesis would be in the best form I aspired for,
and willing to submit to the people of our national all the pabulum that may
help and enhance.

The foam goes off and the substance keeps up.
Peace be upon you.

The Researcher
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